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Abstract

his research aims to study the non-observance of Grice’s maxims in a play –
Harvest of Corruption. The objectives of the study are to analyze the extent to
which Grice’ maxims are not observed in the play; examine the effects of the non-
observance of the maxims on communication; and investigate how flouting these
maxims creates implicature. Thus, the research uses Grice’s maxims as its
theoretical framework. Eight (8) excerpts, throughout the eight scenes of the play,
are purposively selected and analyzed based on the observance of some of the
maxims – violation, flouting, and opting-out. Findings of the research show that
two instances flout some of the maxims; two instances violate the maxims; two
instances opt-out the maxims. Lastly, two instances, which show the impact of
non-observance on communication, are also analyzed.

Introduction

Conversation, as a way of
conveying information among people,
has a set of rules that, though not
always observed, helps people to
communicate with one another
effectively. These principles operate
as a guidance for speakers and
hearers to follow so as to be
cooperative (Grice, 1975). One of the
sets of rules is the “conversational
maxims” proposed by Paul Grice.
These maxims, also known as Grice’s
maxims, are maxim of quality, maxim

of quantity, maxim of relation, and
maxim of manner (Grice, 1975). Each
of the maxims has a criterion that
people have to, though not
necessarily or always, follow or
observe in order to achieve mutual
and effective communication. The
maxims are quality, quantity, manner
and relation. However, people may, in
some circumstances, deliberately or
unintentionally shun the observance
of the maxims, and this situation is
known as non-observance of maxims.
There are several types of non-

mailto:aadamu@buffalo.edu,
mailto:abduladamu@gsu.edu.ng


http://www.gombesavannahjournal.com 141

observance of a maxim, some of them
include flouting, violating, opting out,
infringing. Each type of non-
observance of maxim occurs in a
different condition and has different
effects on communication.

Several studies have been
conducted on Grice’s maxims using
several materials as case studies.
Some conducted on observance, while
some on non-observance and some
on both. The maxims have been
studied using newspapers, movies,
casual conversations, court sessions,
and literary texts. However, none of
these studies, to my knowledge, uses
Harvest of Corruption as its object of
study, despite how some of its
characters do not observe the maxims.
As such, this study intends to reveal
how these maxims are not observed
in the text in order to show how non-
observance of the maxims operate
and the effect of that on
communication.

The paper intends to examine and
answer the extent to which Grice’s
maxims are not observed in Harvest
of Corruption, and to examine the
effects of the non-observance of the
maxims on communication and how
flouting creates implicature.

the research covers the non-
observance of Grice’s maxims by
some of the characters in some of
their dialogues in the play Harvest of
Corruption, which is the source of the

data. Eight (8) excerpts, throughout
the eight scenes of the play, were
purposively selected and analyzed
based on the non-observance of some
of the maxims – violation, flouting
and opting-out.

Methodology

This study was conducted based on
non-observance of Grice’s maxims.
Randomly, the research collected 8
dialogues from the play – Harvest of
Corruption. As the analysis is
inexhaustible, qualitative method is
used as a research design to analyse
the data for violation of the maxims,
flouting of the maxims and how this
creates implicature, opting out and
impact of non-observance of the
maxims on communication. I have not
come across any instance of
infringing throughout the play.

Conceptual framework

It is important to note that these
maxims (Grice’s maxims) are not
proposed by Grice as a code of
conduct, which speakers have a moral
obligation to always obey.
Communication takes place either by
an observance or non-observance of a
maxim, so long as a listener is able to
understand which strategy is used.
However, we, sometimes, mean more
than what we say; thus, the maxims
are not always observed. The non-
observance of the maxims occurs at
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four different levels. They are flouting,
violating, opting out and infringing.

Flouting

A speaker/writer who fails to observe
one of these maxims; and s/he has no
intention of deceiving or misleading
his/her audience is said to have
flouted a maxim. Usually, when a
maxim of quantity is flouted, it
creates what Grice calls “implicature”.
This means that there is a distinction
between what is said and what is
meant. In other words, the utterance
receives an interpretation that goes
beyond the uttered words. Laurence
(2006, p.3) describes this as “the-
meant-but-unsaid”. It is speakers who
implicate while listeners infer.
Flouting a maxim, for instance, occurs
when a speaker blatantly fails to
fulfill a maxim (Grice, 1975). By
flouting a maxim, a speaker has
conveyed an additional meaning
which is what Grice (1975) coined as
implicature (Yule, 1996). The below
analogy, as given by Kroeger (2018, p.
138), buttresses how we mean more
than what we say. In other words,
what Laurence (2006, p.3) describes
as “the-meant-but-unsaid”.

Let us begin by considering this, as
given by Yule (1996), simple
conversation below:

Leila: Whoa! Has your boss
gone crazy?

Mary: Let’s go get some coffee.

(Yule 2010, p. 43)

Yule, here, presents how Mary
intentionally flouts the maxim of
Relevance to make an implicature in
her answer to Leila’s question. There
are certain reasons that make Mary
reply to Leila’s question with an
unrelated answer and Leila has to
make some inference from Mary (for
example, the boss might be nearby)
and she understands why Mary
makes an apparently non-relevant
remark. The implicature here is that
Mary cannot answer the question in
that context.

Violating

In this case, a speaker makes a
deliberate attempt to deceive or
mislead the listener by violating one
of the maxims, particularly the maxim
of quality. When a speaker violates a
maxim, the utterance is intended to
mislead the hearer(s) (Grice, 1975).

Example:

Mother: Did you study all day?

Son who has been playing all
day long: Yes, I have been studying all
day.

In the above discourse, the boy is not
truthful. He lies in order to avoid
being punished or forced to study all
day.
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Opting out

A speaker opts out a maxim when
s/he seems unwilling to cooperate in
the way maxim requires. In other
words, opting out occurs when a
speaker is indisposed to cooperate or
to observe the maxim (Grice, 1975).
People often opt out in public life,
when the speaker refuses to give
information, perhaps because of legal
or ethical reasons s/he opts out. Thus,
brings an end to the conversation. For
instance, a speaker may say “Sorry, I
cannot answer” or “I am afraid, i
cannot give you the information”.

Infringing

This is when a speaker has imperfect
knowledge of how a language is used.
This usually happens with children or
a learner of foreign language. Also,
people that have speech disorder,
impairment do infringe.

Empirical review

It is important to review some
previous studies conducted in the
area. Similar studies, especially on
Grice’s maxims, have been conducted
on cooperative principle. Some of
these research include: Al-Aameri and
Jamil's (2020), Nugroho (2019),
Pertiwi (2013), among others too
numerous to mention here. Al-
Aameri and Jamil (2020) examine
Grice’s maxims and explain how they
(the maxims) are violated and flouted
in literary texts. The data of their

study are selected dialogues from a
play Death of the Salesman by Arthur
Miller. Their findings, as analyzed
qualitatively, reveal how all the
Grice’s maxims are frequently
violated and flouted in the play.

On the contrary, Nugroho (2019)
reveals how Grice’s maxims were
frequently flouted in the subtitling of
a movie – Central Intelligence. The
objectives of the study are to identify
the pragmatic equivalence and types
of the flouting in the subtitling of the
movie as well as describe the
strategies used in flouting the maxims.
Thus, the research uses Grice’s
maxims as the theoretical framework.
Flouting maxims is one of the forms
of the non-observance of the maxims.
The findings show the achievement of
pragmatic equivalence in the
subtitling of the Grice’s maxims
flouting in the movie – Central
Intelligence.

Similarly, Pertiwi (2013) studies the
violation of maxims in literary texts
where it was revealed that some
utterances in the tales grouped in the
teddy bear tales, fairy tales, and
animal tales. Both narration and
conversation are flouting the four
maxims of conversation. The purpose
of flouting maxims is to encourage the
readers' imagination towards the
tales. It is developed by six other
functions such as generating specific
situations, developing the plot,
enlivening the characters' utterance,
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implicating message, indirectly
characterizing characters, and
creating an ambiguous setting.

This research, in a similar manner,
intends to study how the Grice’s
maxims are not observed in a
dramatic text – Harvest of Corruption.

Theoretical framework

The Cooperative Principle

This study is anchored on the Gricean
cooperative principle (conversational
maxims) as its theoretical framework.
H.P Grice (1975) proposes that
participants in any conversation obey
a general Cooperative Principle (CP),
which is expected to be in force
whenever a conversation unfolds. He
argues that a speaker and a hearer
are engaged in an invisible direction
while conversing. Whenever people
engage in a conversation, they engage
in a cooperative activity. In order to
have an intelligible conversation, each
party must assume that the other is
trying to participate in a meaningful
way. This is true even if the parties
involved are debating or quarreling;
they are still trying to carry on a
conversation. Grice proposes that
there are certain default assumptions
about how conversation works
(Kroeger, 2018). He then provides
four maxims that interlocutors are
expected to observe while conversing
with one another. The maxims are:

a. Quantity maxim

b. Quality maxim

c. Relation

d. Manner

a. Maxim of Quantity:

This maxim deals with the

amount of information speaker gives

to hearer. The interlocutors (speaker

and hearer) are required to provide

right amount of information; not

more or less than required. When

conversing, the speaker should

adequately share enough information

to the hearer. Therefore, the speaker

could not speak more or less than

what the hearer needs. It can be, as

given by Wati (2015), seen in the

example below:

A: Is there ketchup on the table?

B: Yes, there is. Oh, here’s a fun fact.

Ketchup started out as general

term for sauce, typically made of

mushrooms or fish brine with

herbs and spices. Some popular

early main ingredients include

blueberry, anchovy, oyster, kidney

bean, and grape.
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From the example above, it can be

interpreted that A wants to know

whether there is a ketchup or not on

the table. However, B does not only

tell A about the information required.

B also tells A about a fact or a history

about ketchup, by which B indirectly

violates the maxim of quantity.

According to Grice, the speaker

should only speak on the right

amount of information. Therefore, B’s

utterances should be:

A: Is there ketchup on the table?

B: Yes. There is.

The amount of information is as

informative as required. It is because

A only wants to know whether there

is a ketchup or not. And the allowed

answer based on Gricean maxim of

quantity is “Yes. There is”. According

to Grice, this happens blatantly and

intentionally but with no intention to

deceive or mislead the other party

involved in the conversation.

b. Maxim of Quality:

The second maxim emphasizes on

truthfulness of the contribution; it

requires the interlocutors to be

truthful. In other words, they should

not say what they believe to be false

or what they lack adequate evidence

of. It can be seen in the example

below:

A: Would you like something to

drink?

B: Yeah, please. I’m dying for a

coke.

From the example above, maxim

is being deliberately flouted to

produce a special effect.in this case,

speaker B is not really dying, (s)he is

just very thirsty, but he makes the

assumption that B is familiar with the

principle of cooperation and that,

therefore, (s)he will interpret this

non-observance as an attempt to

increase the effectiveness of A’s

message. Principally, according to

Alduais (2012), a maxim of quality is

violated when a speaker provides

either untrue information or

information of which he or she lacks

an adequate evidence.
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c. Maxim of Relevance:

In short, this maxim is

responsible for reproducing

implicatures. For example,

A: Would you like to go camping

this weekend?

B: You’re again forgetting it final

exams period.

(Adapted Josep Maria Cots

(1996). If it follows strictly the rules

of grammar it can be said that B’s

utterance is not correct as an answer

to a yes/no question which is asked

by speaker A. However, if people

consider that B wants to cooperate

with A, the hearer B will make an

effort to discourse the relevance of

his/her utterance and they will

interpret it as a refusal of the

invitation which, at the same time,

succeeds in increasing the dynamism

of the interaction. In principle, a

maxim of relation is violated when a

speaker changes the main topic of the

conversation by saying something

irrelevant to the main topic of the

conversation. Non-observance of a

maxim, flouting usually, creates an

Implicature. For instance, a dialogue

between X and Y below shows how

Implicature is created through

flouting the maxim of relation.

X: Will you visit my house

tomorrow in the morning?

Y: I have exams.

Y’s response seems to flout the

maxim of relation; it is irrelevant to

the question Y is being asked.

However, the response means ‘no’,

because having exams tomorrow by Y

implicates that Y will not be visiting

X’s house tomorrow.

d. Maxim of Manner:

Speakers contribution should

avoid ambiguity; it should be brief,

unequivocal and straight to the point.

Fundamentally, a maxim of manner is

flouted when a speaker is being

disorderly, vague, ambiguous, or

wordy in his or her reply to the other

party. Once again, as it has been

mentioned above, this happens

purposefully and the result is a

generated Implicature or an

additional meaning rather than the

communicated meaning.

An example of violation of manner:
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A: I heard you went to the opera

last night; how was the lead singer?

B: The singer produced a series of

sounds corresponding closely to

the score of an aria from

“Rigoletto.”

However, it is important to note

that these maxims (Gricean maxims)

are not proposed by Grice as a code of

conduct, which speakers have a moral

obligation to obey. Communication

takes place either by an observance

or non-observance of a maxim, so

long a listener is able to understand

which strategy is used.

It is on this note that this research

is aimed to study the non-observance

of the maxims in the play. The non-

observance of the maxims occurs at

four different levels. They are:

a. Flouting

b. Violating

c. Opting out

d. Infringing

Data Analysis

The study is conducted based on non-
observance of Grice maxims. The
research collects thirty-four dialogues
from the play – Harvest of Corruption.

The paper analyzes two instances of
each type of non-observance of the
maxims and how this impacts
communication.

From the research I have conducted
throughout the play, no instance of
infringing is found.

Flouting

Two instances of flouting are
randomly selected and analyzed
below:

Excerpt1: flouting of quantity
maxim

THE JUDGE: Is the prosecutor
in court?

REGISTRAR: The Prosecutor
is not here but the defendant’s
counsels are in court.

THE JUDGE: Look here, Mr.
Registrar! Next time
when I ask a question,
I expect a direct
answer. I know the
difference between a
prosecutor and a
defense counsel, do
you understand?

(Ogbeche,
2005, p.53 Scene 3)

The registrar flouts the maxim of
quantity by giving a piece of
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information that is not required. He is
only asked about the prosecutor but
goes further to give information on
the unasked defense counsel. The
flouting becomes obvious when the
judge cautions the registrar that
whenever he (the Judge) asks him
(the Registrar) he should answer the
question without giving any
unnecessary information.

Excerpt 2: flouting of manner and
quantity maxims

DOCTOR CHUKWUMA: …May
I be personal with you, please?

ALOHO: (taken aback). On
what? (shrugs her shoulders). Well,
okay about what?

(Ogbeche, 2005, p.69
scene 5)

Doctor Chukwuma here, flouts the
maxims of manner by providing a
piece of information that is unclear.
The use of the word “personal” makes
the contribution vague. This is further
substantiated by Aloho’s question [to
be personal with me] “…about what?”
because by being personal with her,
she does not understand what he
means and thus needs a clearer
(manner) information.

Violating
In this case, there is a deliberate
attempt to deceive or mislead the
listener. Four instances of violation of

quality maxim are randomly selected
and analyzed. They are:

Excerpt 3: violating quality maxim

OCHUOLE: (Draws closer to
her hand and places
her hands on her
should[er] tenderly).
Aloho! Your trip to U.S
is part of your
protocol schedules.
You wanted a job and
here is one please do
not throw it away. My
dear, I shall never do
anything to hurt you.
All I am doing is for
your own good. You
will not regret it. After
all, many girls are
looking for these
opportunities,
especially to travel out
of the country to USA...

(Ogbeche,
2005, p.42 scene 3)

Ochuole’s claim that she will never do
anything to hurt her friend (Aloho) is
untrue; thus, she violates the quality
maxim. Ochuole, in a conversation
with Madam Hoha, admits that the
job which Aloho will be given is as
usual a cover up. Ochuole’s and
Madam Hoha’s conversation below:
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OCHUOLE: Ehen! Madam
Hoha! That reminds
me, one of my friends
is in town. She needs a
job very desperately. I
have asked her to
come to Chief
tomorrow. You know
now. As usual, the job
stunt is just a cover up.
The real thing is how
useful she can be to
us...

(Ogbeche,
2005, p.13 scene 1)

Excerpt 4: violating quality maxim

ADELEYE: I put it to you that
you were only jealous
of the fact that your
friend was always
coming home with
plenty of money and
gifts from Chief, the
Honorable Minister
and so you tried to get
rid of her so that you
can take over the
relationship.

(Ogbeche,
2005, p.105 scene 8)

Adeleye’s contribution violates
quality maxim; he lacks adequate
evidence. What he says is just a mere
allegation that he fails to substantiate.
In fact, Ogeyi warns Aloho to be

careful with Chief. This is proved in a
dialogue between the duo:

OGEYI: …Be careful! I am
warning you. All that
glitters is not gold. Do
not say I do not warn
you.

(Ogbeche,
2005, p.9 scene 1)

Opting out

This happens when a speaker
indicates he/she is unwilling to
cooperate with a maxim by
deliberately avoiding giving an
answer to a question. Kroeger (2018)
portrays how people often opt out in
public life when the speaker refuses
to give information, perhaps because
of legal or ethical reasons. Three
instances selected and analyzed.

Excerpt 5:

THE JUDGE: Then what have
you to say on these
evidences before the
Court. Remember the
exhibits are still in the
court. Now what
about the vouchers for
instance?

ADE-AMAKA: My lord, I think
I want to see a doctor. I am not feeling
well.
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(Ogbeche, 2005, p.110 scene 8)

This is an instance of opting out, Chief
does not answer the question he is
asked instead his response seems
irrelevant. When a speaker opts out,
usually that brings the end of the
conversation, or the speaker does not
want the questioning to be continued,
as done in the above by the chief.

Excerpt 6:

DETECTIVE INSPECTOR
INAKU: (Ignoring his
question). Are you
aware of the one point
two billion
embezzlement scandal
going on in your
Ministry?

AYO: No Sir (pretending). I am
not aware… (Ogbeche,
2005, p.27 scene 1)

Infringing

This refers to when a speaker fails to
follow observe a maxim without any
intention to deceive his/her audience.
This is because the speaker has
imperfect knowledge of how a
language is used. This usually
happens with children or a learner of
foreign language. Also, people that
have speech disorder or impairment
do infringe. No instance of infringing
has thus far been found.

The impact of non-observance of
themaxims on communication

When a maxim is not observed, the
effectiveness of communication will
certainly be affected. Thus, this
results to ambiguity and/or deceit.

Deceit

Whenever the maxim of quality is
violated, the aim is to deceive the
hearer(s) into believing what is false.
Take the below instance:

OCHUOLE: (Draws closer to
her hand and places
her hands on her
shouldertenderly).Alo
ho! Your trip to U.S is
part of your protocol
schedules. You wanted
a job and here is one
please do not throw it
away. My dear, I shall
never do anything to
hurt you. All I am
doing is for your own
good. You will not
regret it. After all,
many girls are looking
for.

(Ogbeche, 2005, p.105 scene 8)

Ochuole’s claim that she does not
intend to hurt her friend, Aloho, is
untrue, and is just an attempt to lure
the friend, thus, the quality maxim is
violated. But Ochuole, in a
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conversation with Madam Hoha,
admits that the job is just a cover. The
conversation between Madam Hoha
and Aloho is found below:

OCHUOLE: Ehen! Madam
Hoha! That remsinds
me, one of my friends
is in town. She needs a
job very desperately. I
have asked her to
come to Chief
tomorrow. You know
now. As usual, the job
stunt is just a cover
up. The real thing is
how useful she can be
to us. The Chief will be
over himself when he
sees her. The old
crook, he will want
her immediately even
right there in the
office. You know the
Gagoon has no
scruples especially
with women. Indeed, I
have never seen his
type.

(Ogbeche,
2005, p.13 scene 1)

Ambiguity and Vagueness

For instance, when a maxim of
quantity is flouted, it often generates
implicature. And the effect of the
implicature is that, it is the speaker
who implicates while the listener

infers, so, the inference (what is
understood by the hearers) made by
the listener may be something
different from what the speaker
implicates (what the speaker means).
Example from the play:

LAWRENCE: Thank you, my
lord. Now young lady,
if you don’t know this
man, why did you go
to the Police to accuse
him of USING your
friend.

This expression is vague and flouts
the maxim of Manner; it does convey
an unclear word “using” which may
connote so many (un)godly things.
Say, the speaker uses the word to
mean that she is used as cocaine
pusher while the listener infers that
the speaker means she is used for
ritual or the chief is using her for
extramarital affair then the meaning
is affected. This is, in fact, argued
during court session where Adeleye
(a defendant) calls the attention of
the court about the word used by his
colleague. He says:

ADELEYE: (Jumps up)
Objection my lord. Can
my learned colleague
expatiate what he
means by ‘using’ as
ordinarily it can
connote so many
things.
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The judge cautions the lawyer
(Lawrence) to be unequivocal in his
choice of words:

THE JUDGE: Please go on, but
please try to be explicit in your choice
of word.

Conclusion
From the analysis of the data, the
findings show that there are two
instances of flouting, two instances of
violation, two instances of opting-out
the maxims are found. The study has
presented a pragmatic analysis of the
play Harvest of Corruption to highlight
the violation and flouting of the
maxims of the cooperative principle
by the major characters. It is hoped
that the analysis would improve the
reader’s knowledge of how the
different characters violated and
flouted maxims and then they
understand quite well the speakers’
intended meanings in their
conversation. This has a relation to
the plot of the drama in which the
characters mean more than what they
utter.
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